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   In our second quarter, the new administration has been 
working tirelessly to jump-start the Southern California 
Chess Federation on our pathway to a brighter future 
than ever before!

            
   
   We’ve had a lot to work with. The first ‘new’ issue 
of  Rank & File (in full color!) was a major success; the 
membership numbers have a shown a significant boost…
hundreds of  new subscribers. Surely, you’ve noticed 
that, for the second quarter in a row, the SCCF Board 
of  Directors has seen fit to increase the membership’s 
investment in Rank & File…now a dozen pages longer, 
with luxury, glossy pages. Equally important, we’re getting 
quality issues printed & mailed and we’re getting them 
published on schedule.
   Rank & File is just the beginning. The administration 
has not forgotten our promise to create new, bigger and 
more extraordinary local tournaments – or our promise 
to remain totally transparent. We’re working to find 
newer venues, including hotels and convention centers.         
We’re doing our homework and we’re going to find the 
right place, so that we invest the members’ hard-earned

dollars wisely and hold more and more events. 
Beyond tournaments our vision is progressing:
• A thorough & beautiful – and inexpensive - website 
renovation for scchess.com;
• Guaranteeing empowerment through chess, even to 
those who can’t afford it;
• Increasing stipend support for our Denker/Barber/
National Girls Representatives;
• Increasing Support for the SCCF Delegation to the US 
Chess Governance Meetings;
• All-new College Chess tournament circuit;
• SCCF Membership Cards (Coming Soon!);
• Renewing ‘Upcoming Events’ & website events calendar;
• Reviving the ‘Here & There’ to stimulate Chess Clubs. 
   As a member of  the US Chess Clubs Committee and 
its national survey subcommittee, the final item is of  
particular interest to Bear the Chess Husky and me. 
In fact, many of  the US Chess and SCCF membership 
bases are more akin to what we might refer to as “casual” 
chess players. Tournaments are an occasional treat but 
by-and-large the chess club is the “home unit” of  the 
average chess player. Many people don’t even want a 
rating – and US Chess & SCCF embrace this fact!
   Towards that end, Bear the Chess Husky is working 
hard to call every chess club in the nation, learning their 
wants, their needs, and the facets of  their organizations 
that make them work for their type of  area. From the 
isolated peaks of  Mammoth and its Death Valley floors 
below, to the rural farms of  Bakersfield or the splendor 
of  Catalina Island and the City of  Angels, Southern 
California Chess Federation has every imaginable niche 
and unique subgroup to serve. We’re going to take the 
knowledge we are gaining as members of  the US Chess 
Clubs Committee and leverage it for your benefit as we 
personally visit chess clubs all across SoCal. Most recently, 
we visited the northern most corner of  the jurisdiction – 
the beautiful rocky-waves of  Ragged Point, up on the 
Highway 1. Even if  you’re in the most remote corners of  
Southern California Chess, keep an eye out for Bear the 
Chess Husky…we’ll be delivering empowerment through 
Chess (Clubs!) to your neck of  the woods, very soon!

President Manross  & Bear the “Chess” Husky go to every 
corner of  Southern California

Serving California 
Chess Families
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Dreaming King Open 2019
By Chuck Ensey 

   The 5th Annual Dreaming King Open at the Courtyard 
Marriott in San Diego’s Liberty Station drew 153
players, a new high for this popular event that kicks 
off  the year over Martin Luther King Jr. weekend in
January with a $12,000 guaranteed prize fund. 
Last year, IM Dionisio Aldama took clear First Place but
this year two younger players, Robert Shlyakhtenko 
and Gabriel Sam, proved that sometimes youth is
more important than rating points! They each scored 
4 wins and 2 draws to tie for First/Second Place
($1,550 each) and edge out the higher rated titled 
players, GM Melikset Khachiyan and IM Keaton
Kiewra, who had to settle for 3rd/4th Place ($750 
each) with 4½ points each. Shylakhtenko drew with
Gabriel Sam in round 4 and then drew with Keaton 
in Round 6. Gabriel Sam also drew with GM
Khachiyan in round 5 and in round 6 he defeated 
fellow youngster Gordon McNeill. Gordon tied with
four other players with 4 points each: IM John Watson, 
FM Alex Costello, Ming Lu and Gabriel Eidelman
$380 each. GM Melikset Khachiyan and IM Keaton 
Kiewra drew with each other in round 4 which is 
understandable, but Melik also drew with Costello and 
Sam, so with 3 draws and 3 wins this wasn’t his best event. 
Keaton also had 3 draws, one with IM Dionisio Aldama,
who lost the last two games with tough players 
Shylakhtenko and Khachiyan. Dionisio has lost some of
his formidable strength since undergoing heart 
surgery last year and this would have knocked most
lesser players clear out of  contention, but Dio is still 
one of  the most feared tactical players in the state,
if  not the country. But, the youngsters of  today are 
all coming on strong and steadily gaining strength:
Ming Lu, Gabriel Eidelman, Gabriel Sam, Alex Costello, 
Gordon McNeill and Robert Shylakhtenko are all
out to prove they can equally battle the best players. 
It is not too much of  a stretch to imagine GM titles
for some, or all of  them, if  chess continues to fascinate 
and reward them. The old guard is putting up a
fight, as we saw with well-known author John Watson. 
   The IM, in his late 60’s, drew with Ming Lu and
defeated local strong Expert Dimitry Kishinevsky and 
young Arizonan Expert Sandeep Sethuraman to go

along with strategic byes in rounds 3 and 6 that kept 
his stamina intact. Some other young players at this
event included WIM Annie Wang and Brandon Xia, 
who both finished out of  the money with 3 ½ points
along with local Expert Sridhar Ramanujam. Dimitry 
Kishinevsky and NM Aaron Jones scored 3, along
with young Experts Tommy and Teddie Wen.
   The other 5 sections all had clear First Place winners: 
U2100 Matthew Shuben (5 points for $800), U1900
Thomas O’Connor of  Nebraska (5, $800), U1700 
Darius Faizi (5 ½, $800) and U1500 Caeden Holcomb (5
½, $300). Tying for 2nd - 4th in the U2100 were Randy 
Hough, Avinaya Subedi, Alex Silvestre and Simon
Filatov ($250 each); and in the U1900 Kevin Zhang, 
Vincent Roberts, Hursh Mehta and Andy Gu ($250
each). Elizabeth Wiley and Alyssa Changkachith tied 
for 2nd/3rd in U1700. Other winners can be found on
the San Diego Chess Club website. The DKO is 
gaining a strong reputation as a great event with an
excellent location, ample parking, a large grassy 
park nearby for picnics and plenty of  food choices
nearby. The ballroom is spacious, with good lighting 
and nice and quiet. We hope to have more and
bigger tournaments here as time goes on and we 
appreciate all those who told us it was their favorite
venue. Bruce Baker, Jim Harrell and Bruce Charnov 
directed the event organized by myself, Chuck Ensey. If  you
didn’t get a chance to play this year, please make sure 
you plan for it next year; I promise you will love it.

IM John Watson is always a staple of  San Diego Chess
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5 SECTIONS:  
K-12 Open 

K-12 Under 1000 
K-8 Under 700 
K-6 Under 400 

(sections above are rated and require a USCF 
membership ID number.  Membership can be 

purchased at www.uschess.org) 
(May  USCF supplement ratings will be used) 

K-12 Unrated  
 

4 ROUNDS:  
Round 1: 11:00 am     
Round 2: 12:30 pm 
Round 3: 1:45 pm             
Round 4: 3:00 pm 

Trophy Ceremony at 4:00 pm 
 

TIME CONTROL:  
G/30 with 5 second delay 

 
PRIZES:  

Trophies to the top 5 players based on 15 
players per section. 

 
ENTRY FEE:  

$30 EF if registered by June 15 
June 16, the entry fee goes up to $45  

ABSOLUTELY NO ONSITE REGISTRATION 
 

REGISTRATION:  
pay online at www.offdarook.com  

REGISTRATION CLOSES 6/21 
 

Option to mail check: 
Make checks payable to: Jennifer Vallens 

Mail check with registration to: 
Jennifer Vallens 

1605 Wellington Place 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 

 
CONTACT:  

Jennifer Vallens at (818) 674-2006  
 Jerry Yee at (818) 915-5572  

WHEN:  Sunday, June 23, 2019 

WHERE:  Shomrei Torah Synagogue 
  7353 Valley Circle Blvd. 
  West Hills, CA 91304 

 
Food and beverage tickets for 

 sale only on site 

Section (circle one): 

USCF ID: 

Rating, if known 

Parent’s Name: 

Parent’s Email:  Phone: 

Parent’s Signature:  

I, as the parent or guardian of the above named child, hereby give permission for my child to participate in 
the programs and activities offered by Off da ROOK.  I and my child agree to accept and comply with all 
rules and regulations of the Off da ROOK. 

I hereby authorize any agent of the Off da ROOK to act as agent for the understand to consent to any emer-
gency medical treatment and/or hospital care which is deemed advisable by, and is to be rendered under, 
the general or special supervision of any physician and surgeon licensed under the provisions of the medical 
practice act, should an emergency arise and I cannot be located in a timely manner.  I understand that the 
Off da ROOK or Jennifer Vallens assume no financial responsibility for any such medical care. 

I, on behalf of myself and my child, hereby waive any claim I might have against, and release, and agree to 
indemnify, save, and hold harmless, the Off da ROOK program, even if my child turns 18.  

Player’s Name: 

K-12 Open    K-12 U1000    K-8 U700   K-6 U400  K-12 Unrated 

Outside food brought in must be Kosher 

OFF da ROOK 16 
Scholastic Chess Tournament 

Expiration Date: 

MUST bring your own boards and clocks.  
Boards and clocks will NOT be provided or 
loaned out, but may be purchased on site. 
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   The ever-continuous journey over last year brought 
a lot of  opportunities for tough chess battles around 
the world and United States. In the following game, I 
would like to share my good fortune of  being able to 
develop a strong attack against Adarsh Jayakumarin in 
round two of  the Western Class Championship. I was 
able to develop great momentum and take it down with 
confidence finishing in 1st place with 4.5 points. 
   Editor’s note: GM Timur Gareev is the Guiness Book of  
World Records holder for playing 48 games of  chess blindfolded. 
Though he was already known as an incredibly strong player, he 
has now gained worldwide notoriety as the Blindfold King. 

 
Gareyev, Timur(2560) - 

Jayakumar, Adarsh (2314)
Western Class Champs Van Nuys, 31.01.2019

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.e3 Bd6 5.Bd3 Nf6 
I thought my opponent was aiming for Stonewall set up 
5...f5 

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqk+ntr0

9zpp+-+-zpp0

9-+pvlp+-+0

9+-+p+p+-0

9-+PzP-+-+0

9+-sNLzP-+-0

9PzP-+-zPPzP0

9tR-vLQmK-sNR0

xiiiiiiiiy

6.Nge2 Nf6 7.Qc2 0–0 8.f3 Na6 9.a3 dxc4 10.Bxc4 b5 
11.Bb3 b4 12.axb4 Nd5 with counterplay 6.Nf3 0–0 7.e4 
Easy choice expanding in the middle 7...dxe4 8.Nxe4 
Be7 losing time 9.Nxf6+ Bxf6 10.Qc2 Trying to exploit 
my opponent’s delay in development with aggressive 

strategy. 10...g6 11.Bh6 Qa5+ 12.Bd2 Qc7 13.h4 c5 
14.0–0–0 cxd4 15.h5 Nc6 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+-trk+0

9zppwq-+p+p0

9-+n+pvlp+0

9+-+-+-+P0

9-+Pzp-+-+0

9+-+L+N+-0

9PzPQvL-zPP+0

9+-mKR+-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

If  15...b5 16.Bh6 bxc4 17.hxg6! hxg6 18.Bxg6 fxg6 
19.Qxg6+ Bg7 20.Ng5+–  16.a3 16.Kb1 was ultimately 
more useful 16...e5 17.Rh2 Ne7 18.Rdh1 with strong 
attack 16...Ne5 17.Nxe5 Bxe5 18.hxg6 hxg6 19.Bb4 
Rd8 19...Re8 20.Kb1 Bg7 21.Rh4 (21.Bxg6!+–) 21...
e5 22.Rdh1 Qc6 23.f3 Qf6 24.g4 Be6 25.Qh2 20.Kb1 
Bg7 21.Rh4 e5 22.Rdh1 Qc6 22...a5 was essential! 
23.Bd2 23.f3 Qf6 24.g4 Be6 24...a5 Too late this time! 
25.Qh2! axb4 26.g5+–  25.Qh2 1–0 The game could have 
continued with 25.Qh2 a5 26.Rh8+ Bxh8 27.Qh7#  
My opponent missed the imminent idea of  a rook sac 
with white’s queen coming in for the kill. 

The Blindfold King
By GM Timur Gareyev

GM Timur Gareev prepares to play a blindfold match in 
Chenai India during his world travels. 
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Rashid Nezhmetdinov - Oleg L Chernikov 
Chigorin Team Cup Rostov-on-Don URS, 1962

   Have you noticed that today’s carbon-based kids play 
more and more like machines? In this article we look 
at the old versus the new. I divide chess players into 
two categories: (1) BC (before comps) & (2) AC (after 
comps). The AC group is a new breed of  genetically 
engineered soldier, who seems to be at ease in the most 
fearful complications, where no line is too far to cross 
and no strategic outrage too large. In our first study we 
look at an old game featuring Rashid Nezhmetdinov 
who may be one of  the greatest players you never heard 
of. He was one of  the most feared tacticians of  his day 
who defeated Tal (in his prime) multiple times. Yet, in 
the following game Nezhmetdinov’s sacrifice is clearly 
in the BC column. The reader immediately senses the 
clarity of  his sacrifice. In the game following, the young 
Indian GM Praggnanandhaa’s comp-like sacrifices are 
incomprehensible (at least to me), yet they worked. Let’s 
take a look and compare:

Cy’s Perspective
I Robot

IM Lakdawala takes a long think looking for the best move...
Photo by: Chris Roberts 

By IM Cyrus Lakdawala

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 g6 5.Nc3 
I utter the word “Open Sicilian” the way you would a 
curse. If  playing White, a pure strategist like me would 
bang out 5.c4 turning the game into a Maroczy Bind, 
with great relief.

5...Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 7.Bc4 0–0 8.Bb3 Ng4!? 
Today, more often played are 8...d6 and; 8...a5

9.Qxg4 Nxd4 10.Qh4 This move looks more logical 
than the retreat back to d1.

10...Qa5 11.0–0! 11.0–0–0?! Nxb3+ and White is forced 
to recapture unfavourably with the c-pawn. 11...Bf6 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+-trk+0

9zpp+pzpp+p0

9-+-+-vlp+0

9wq-+-+-+-0

9-+-snP+-wQ0

9+LsN-vL-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+-+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy
 Exercise (critical decision): White’s queen is attacked. 
Your next decision will define the remainder of  the game. 
What would you play here?

12.Qxf6! White’s risky experimental drug enters the 
human-trial phase. Answer: Strategic queen sacrifice. 
Sometimes we grow weary of  high-minded philosophizing 
and just want to land a clean blow. The shocking strategic 
queen sacrifice virtually screams: “You WILL respect me, 
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Cy’s Perspective
or face the consequences!” The comp calls it even here, 
while I feel that Black’s position is difficult to play.

I also prefer White after 12.Qh6 Bg7 13.Qg5... Yet I can’t 
imagine Nezhmetdinov playing this way!

12...Ne2+ 12...Nxb3?? 13.axb3 Qxa1 14.Qxe7 Qa5 
15.Nd5 Qd8 16.Bd4! 13.Nxe2 exf6 14.Nc3 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+-trk+0

9zpp+p+p+p0

9-+-+-zpp+0

9wq-+-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+LsN-vL-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+-+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy
 No, White’s decision to hand over his queen was not some 
massive, unfunded government giveaway. Let’s assess the 
aftermath and ascertain Nezhmetdinov’s motivations for 
the queen sacrifice: (1) Only two minor pieces--not enough 
for White from a raw material standpoint. (2) Black suffers 
from weak dark squares around his now weakened king. 
(3) White dominates the d5–square. (4) Black’s d-pawn is 
backward and potentially weak. (5) More than anything, 
your writer loves to preach lengthy sermons on dangers 
of  an unhygenic pawn structure or weak square. f6 is 
weak and White has a simple plan of  piling on with Rd1, 
Nd5, Bd4, Rd3 and Rf3. (6) Black, having committed the 
original chess sin, is seriously behind in development. 
The greedy comp calls the position even, while I believe 
the sky is blue only for White and assess at “+” over “-”, 
a clear advantage for White. You can’t believe in light, 
yet deny the existence of  darkness. I acknowledge that 
White is down considerable material, but aren’t points 
one through six enough compensation? Also, there is the 
practical standpoint: For a human, Black’s position is far 
harder to play than White’s, so I’m overruling the comp’s 
equal assessment. What do you think?

14...Re8 The word “negligent” isn’t the same as “lazy,” 
but they come close. This move feels misplaced.

I would rush to develop the queenside first with 14...d6 
15.Nd5 Be6 16.Nxf6+ Kg7 17.Bd4 Admittedly Black’s 
king looks a bit dinged up, but at least he runs.

15.Nd5 Re6 16.Bd4 As mentioned above, f6 is under 
heavy pressure.

16...Kg7 17.Rad1 Intending Rd3 and Rf3 and there isn’t 
much Black can do about it.

17...d6 18.Rd3! Bd7 19.Rf3! Nezhmetdinov correctly 
prefers to increase the tension, rather than cash out with 
19.Nxf6!? Rxf6 20.Rf3 Kg8 21.Rxf6 Be6 22.Bxe6 fxe6 
23.Rxe6 Qc7 Black has decent chances to hold the game.

19...Bb5 Maybe Black should consider 19...Re5 begging 
White to chop the exchange. White can ignore it and play 
20.Bc3 Qd8 21.Nxf6

20.Bc3 20.Nxf6! Now if  20...Bxf1?! 21.Ng4+ Kf8 
22.Bxe6 Ke7 23.Bd5 Qe1 24.Bc3 Qc1 25.Rxf7+ Kd8 
26.h3 looks tough for Black. 20...Qd8 21.Nxf6 Be2? 
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+-wq-+-+0

9zpp+-+pmkp0

9-+-zprsNp+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+LvL-+R+-0

9PzPP+lzPPzP0

9+-+-+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

San Diego Chess Club
www.sandiegochessclub.org

It’s Where San Diego Plays Chess!
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Cy’s Perspective
Exercise (combination alert): Continue White’s attack:

Black should try and eliminate White’s most dangerous 
attacker, White’s dark squared bishop, with (a) 21...Rc8! 
22.Ne8+ Kg8 23.Bxe6 fxe6 24.Nf6+ Kg7 25.Rd1 Rxc3! 
26.bxc3 Qa5 when it won’t be so easy for White to convert 
(b) 21...Rxf6?? 22.Rd1 Be8 23.Bxf6+ Qxf6 24.Rxf6 Kxf6 
25.Rxd6+ Ke5 26.Rd3 Kxe4 27.Bd5+ Kf5 28.Bxb7 Rb8 
29.Rb3 Threat: Be4+ and Rxb8. 29...Ke5 30.Ba6 White is 
up two pawns and wins easily.

22.Nxh7+! Answer: Chop the pawn on h7 after which 
White’s knight is untouchable.

22...Kg8 22...Kxh7?? After this move Black’s king flops 
head over heels, as if  down a flight of  steps. 23.Rxf7+ 
Kh6 24.Bxe6 Bxf1 25.Bg7+ Kh5 26.g4+ Kh4 27.Kxf1 
is hopeless for Black. If  27...Qa5 (Or 27...Qg8 28.Re7 
Qb8 29.Bf6+ g5 30.Rh7#) 28.Bf6+ Kh3 29.Rh7+ Qh5 
30.gxh5+ Kxh2 31.hxg6#

23.Rh3 We all chase checkmate, don’t we? A hopeless 
attacker/decent endgame technician like me would 
instantly opt for the simplifying line 23.Nf6+! Kf8 
24.Rh3! Rxf6 25.Rh8+ Ke7 26.Rxd8 Rxd8 27.Re1 Bb5 
28.Bxf6+ Kxf6 29.Rd1 with an won ending for White.

23...Re5! When our opponent commands us into one 
unwanted concession after another, we all do our best 
to act as if  we are not obeying, when in reality we are. 
Having survived lengthy adversity, the thought of  dying 
becomes unbearable and we are forced into embarrassing 
concessions, but keep in mind: there is nothing demeaning 
about survival and when it’s a choice between dignity or 
loss of  life, you would be wise to accept the latter. 23...
Bxf1?? 24.Ng5 Re5 25.Nxf7 Qf6 26.Nxe5+ Kg7 (26...
Kf8 27.Nd7+ wins) 27.Ng4 is decisive.

24.f4! Bxf1 25.Kxf1 25.Ng5! This move requires confident 
calculation. 25...Bb5 26.Bxf7+ Kg7 27.Rh7+ Kf6 28.Nf3 
Qb6+ 29.Kh1 Qf2 30.fxe5+ Ke7 31.Bc4+ Kf8 32.Bxb5! 
There is no back rank mate and Black can resign.
25...Rc8 26.Bd4!  White’s dark squared bishop is better 
than black’s rook!  26...b5 26...Rh5 27.Nf6+ Kf8 28.Nxh5 
gxh5 29.Rxh5 Ke7 30.Rf5 Threats: Bf6+ and Rxf7+. 30...
Kd7 (30...Qe8 31.Rxf7+ Qxf7 32.Bxf7 Kxf7 33.c3 Black 
is up the exchange but this is not enough; four pawns 

is too much.) 31.Rxf7+ Ke8 32.Rh7 Qa5 33.c3 Qb5+ 
34.Kf2 Rc4 35.Bxc4 Qxc4 36.Rxb7 Black is busted. 
27.Ng5 Rc7 

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-wq-+k+0

9zp-tr-+p+-0

9-+-zp-+p+0

9+p+-tr-sN-0

9-+-vLPzP-+0

9+L+-+-+R0

9PzPP+-+PzP0

9+-+-+K+-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 Black’s defence went about as well as expected, which is 
to say: it didn’t work at all. 

Exercise (combination alert) - Finish Black off:

28.Bxf7+! Answer: Step (1) Attraction: Sacrifice on f7, 
attracting Black’s rook to f7, which sets up the geometry 
for a combination.

They put the King in 

ChessPalace
Southern California’s 
Premier Chess Club, 

Store & School
(714) 899-3421
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Even more accurate is Answer (2) 28.Bxe5! dxe5 29.Bxf7+ 
Kg7 Capture with the rook leads to the same combination 
as in the game’s continuation. (29...Rxf7 30.Rh8+! Recall 
the game where Petrosian pulled a similar combination 
on Spassky: 30...Kxh8 31.Nxf7+ Kg7 32.Nxd8 with an 
extra piece for White) 30.Ne6+ wins.

28...Rxf7 29.Rh8+! A knight fork on f7 jumps into violent 
perspective. Step (2) Attraction. Drag Black’s king to h8, 
in order to set up a knight fork. 29...Kxh8 30.Nxf7+ 
Step (3) Knight fork: White wins decisive material. 30...
Kh7 31.Nxd8 Now that is customer service. Thanks for 
the queen! 31...Rxe4 32.Nc6 Rxf4+ 33.Ke2 1–0

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0

9zp-+-+-+k0

9-+Nzp-+p+0

9+p+-+-+-0

9-+-vL-tr-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9PzPP+K+PzP0

9+-+-+-+-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 The ending is an easy technical win for White. Let’s look 
at the new breed with our next game.

Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa (2519) - 
Teja S Ravi (2357) 

Isle of Man Masters Douglas IMN, 26.10.2018

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 Bf5 4.h4 h5 5.c4 e6 6.Nc3 Ne7 
7.Nge2 dxc4 8.Ng3 Bg6 In this position as Black, 
I favor the greedy 8...b5!? 9.Bg5!? Threat: Nge4 and 
Nd6+ 9.Bxc4 is White’s main line.9...Qb6 Unpinning 
the e7–knight while attacking b2. 10.Bxc4!? A pawn 
is the cost of  business of  playing this line as White. 

Here is sacrifice number one, which looks reasonable 
and isn’t controversial. White offers his b2–pawn in 
order to increase his development lead. I doubt that 
Praggnanandhaa even considered 10.Qd2 10...Qxb2?! 

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsn-+kvl-tr0

9zpp+-snpzp-0

9-+p+p+l+0

9+-+-zP-vLp0

9-+LzP-+-zP0

9+-sN-+-sN-0

9Pwq-+-zPP+0

9tR-+QmK-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

   I stand in awe of  human gullibility. If  there was a Chess 
Common Sense 101 course (Ed. Note: See the 2nd World 
Champion (1894-1921), Dr. Emanuel Lasker’s, 
Common Sense in Chess, 1896) then Black’s grade would be a 
D-. This looks playable (it isn’t!) since b1 is under Black’s 
control (it won’t be for long!). 10...Nd7 11.0–0 0–0–0 is 
a safer way for Black to play it. 11.Nce4!  Dual purpose: 
(1) White threatens a deadly night check on d6. (2) White 
seizes control over b1, which enables Rb1. 11...Nf5?! 
As the 1950’s and ‘60’s TV robots (always pronounced 
“roebutt”) loved to announce: “This does not compute.” 
Black secures d6, yet he should have swapped away a 
white attacker on e4 first. (a) 11...Qb4+?? Is a pretty 
stupid way to lose a chess game since after 12.Bd2! 
White’s not-so-hanging bishop on c4 can’t be taken and 
White follows with a deadly knight check on d6 next (b) 
11...Bxe4! Principle: The defending side should seize the 
opportunity to swap and reduce the opponent’s attacking 
force. 12.Nxe4 Nf5 with an inferior but still playable 
position for Black. 12.0–0! More accurate than 12.Rb1?! 
Bb4+ 13.Kf1 Nxg3+ 14.fxg3 Qa3 when Black looks okay.
12...Nxg3 13.Rb1! 

Cy’s Perspective

soundcloud.com/retichessclub
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XIIIIIIIIY

9rsn-+kvl-tr0

9zpp+-+pzp-0

9-+p+p+l+0

9+-+-zP-vLp0

9-+LzPN+-zP0

9+-+-+-sn-0

9Pwq-+-zPP+0

9+R+Q+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 A lot of  white pieces are suddenly hanging! Only 
comps and kids play this way: (1) Comps, because they 
can calculate (2) Kids, because they are too innocent 
to understand that risky actions sometimes come with 
a painful aftermath. 13...Qa3 Black is unable to bail 
out with a queen sacrifice. 13...Qxb1?? 14.Qxb1 Nxe4 
15.Qxb7 is fatal for Black. 14.fxg3! Now White offers 
his knight. 14...Bxe4 15.Rxf7!!    The word “huh?” while 
grammatically disastrous, is an essentially valid sentiment 
here. When it’s a choice between the general and the 
specific, the general must make way. Now he gives up a 
rook. Pragg, the kid GM, obviously doesn’t understand 
the concept of  money. Now Pragg’s double exclam is 
provisional, since technically, this position is still book! 
The scary part is that we are still within theory, with one 
obscure email game from this position. I doubt that either 
player was aware of  this fact. 

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsn-+kvl-tr0

9zpp+-+Rzp-0

9-+p+p+-+0

9+-+-zP-vLp0

9-+LzPl+-zP0

9wq-+-+-zP-0

9P+-+-+P+0

9+R+Q+-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

Pragg’s continuation if  far stronger than the also favorable 
15.Rxb7 Qc3 16.Qe2 Bg6 15...Qxg3! Threatening mate 
on g2. This is Black’s only move. 
(a) 15...Kxf7? When the revolution arrives we sense that 
Black’s king will be the first to be blindfolded, given a 
final cigarette, lined up against a wall and executed by 
firing squad. Aceptance fails to 16.Rb3! Qa5 17.Rxb7+ 
Kg6 18.Bxe6 Threat: Bf7+. Now if  18...Bd5 then comes 
19.Qb1+ forcing mate next move. (b) 15...Bxb1?? 
16.Qxb1 Kxf7 (16...b5 17.Qg6 forces mate as well) 
17.Qf5+! Ke8 18.Qxe6+ Be7 19.Qc8+ Bd8 20.Qxd8#
16.Rf2! Covering mate while menacing both b7 and e6. As 
it turns out, White’s attack is worth far more than Black’s 
extra piece.  16...b5! Black avoids instant loss by finding 
the only move. 16...Bd5?? 17.Rxb7! Bxc4 18.Qb1! Black’s 
king won’t survive. 17.Qe1! Threat: Rxf8+. 17...Bf5 

Cy’s Perspective

CYCL Ad 
501(c)3 

https://cycl.org

The 501(c)(3) Riverside Youth Chess Association
 Donate today!

rycachess.weebly.com/



12 Rank & File SpRing 2019 www.scchess.com

Cy’s Perspective

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsn-+kvl-tr0

9zp-+-+-zp-0

9-+p+p+-+0

9+p+-zPlvLp0

9-+LzP-+-zP0

9+-+-+-wq-0

9P+-+-tRP+0

9+R+-wQ-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

   Exercise (combination alert): Black’s king position 
is the sole topic of  conversation. Black seems to have 
everything under control. He doesn’t. What did White 
play to dispel the illusion of  Black’s security?

18.Bxe6!! Pragg chucks a rock through the black position’s 
window. Answer: Annihilation of  defensive barrier/
discovered attack. 18...Qxf2+ Black has no choice but to 
hand over the queen. 18...Bxe6? 19.Rxf8+ Kxf8 20.Qxg3 
Rxb5 and Qf3+ is in the air. Now if  20...Bd5 21.e6! 
Black’s development deficit is too much to overcome and 
his king won’t survive. 19.Qxf2 Bxe6 With rook and two 
minor pieces, Black has loads of  material for his missing 
queen. The trouble continues to be his development and 
shaky king position. 

20.d5! This line opening pawn sacrifice allows White’s 
queen entry into Black’s position.
20...cxd5 20...Bxd5 allows White’s queen access to f5, 
which Black is unable to survive. 21.Qf5 Bc5+ 22.Kh1 
Rf8 23.Qc8+ Kf7 24.Rf1+ Kg8 25.Rxf8+ Bxf8 26.Qb7 
wins. 21.Qc2! The queen infiltrates c7. 

21...Be7 21...Kd7 22.Rxb5 The coming rook infiltration 
to b7 is decisive. 22.Bxe7 Slightly more accurate is 
22.Qg6+! Bf7 23.Qf5 Threat: Qc8+. 23...Na6 24.e6 
Bc5+ 25.Kh2 0–0 (25...Bg8 26.Qg6+ Kf8 27.Rf1+ Bf7 
28.Qxf7#) 26.Qxd5 White wins. 22...Kxe7 23.Qc7+ 

 All this had been played before and if  Praggnanandhaa 
memorized the theory from an obscure email game, then 
he essentially played a nine move game, since his real 
thinking began from this point. 23...Bd7? 

 Is postponing the inevitable really a better option than 
forcing it now and getting it over with? This move is a 
theoretical novelty and not a good one, since it virtually 
loses by force. Black had to try 23...Nd7! 24.Qd6+ Kf7 
25.Rf1+ wins more material. 25...Nf6 26.exf6 gxf6 is 
pretty miserable.

24.e6! Lines continue to open for White, with ease. 24...
Rc8 24...Kxe6 25.Re1+ Kf7 26.Qf4+! Even stronger 
than (26.Qb7) 26...Kg8 27.Re7 Black is mated. 25.Qb7 
Kxe6 26.Qxa8 

XIIIIIIIIY

9Qsnr+-+-+0

9zp-+l+-zp-0

9-+-+k+-+0

9+p+p+-+p0

9-+-+-+-zP0

9+-+-+-+-0

9P+-+-+P+0

9+R+-+-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 The ancient Greeks realized: If  you are under attack and 
manage to cut one snake off  a Hydra’s head, it isn’t an 
occasion to celebrate, since she controls plenty of  backup 
snakes to keep coming after you. I concede that White’s 
endless sacrifices failed to reach their optimal result of  
the delivery of  checkmate. Yet they far from failed since 
now Black just doesn’t have enough material for the 
missing queen.

26...Nc6 27.Qb7 b4 28.Qa6 Kd6 Or 28...Ke7 29.Qe2+ 
Kd6 30.Qxh5 29.Rxb4! The tactics (even simple ones) 
never stop in this game. 29...Rd8 30.Rb1 d4 31.Rc1! 
Kc7 A mistake in an already hopeless position. 31...Be8 
32.Qa3+ Kd7 33.Qc5 Kc8 34.Qf5+ Kc7 35.Qa5+ Kc8 
36.Qa6+ Kc7 37.Qxa7+ wins. 32.Qxa7+!  1–0 

temeculachess.com/
DONATE TODAY!
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   Southern California’s most recent generation of  young 
players may be unprecedented. Michael Brown just 
earned his GM title, and IM Craig Hilby and IM Josh 
Sheng seem not far behind. These 3 young Southern 
California chess stars have shattered records, and the San 
Diego Surfers team is so fortunate to have them. But the 
next generation may not be far behind! Meet Gabriel Sam, 
Alex Costello, and Robert Shlyakhtenko. They are among 
the next generation of  SoCal’s young, strong masters. 
Due to the first group mentioned taking up most of  the 
spotlight reserved for the region’s top youngsters, Gabe, 
Alex, and Robert may not yet have received the publicity 
they deserve. That will change however, they are very, very 
strong. They have all represented the U.S. in the World 
Youth Chess Championships, as well earned countless 
other titles between them on the regional and national 
stage. Gabe and Robert tied for first in the Dreaming 
King Open this past year ahead of  a formidable field 
that included GM Khachiyan, IM Aldama, and myself. 
It was almost a statement to the old guard saying: “You 
think you have it made now that Craig and Josh are off  at 
college? Now you have us to contend with!” Alex Costello 
has also been on fire recently, winning a major prize at 
the Bay Area International and earning his Fide Master 
title. Alex has scored several wins and draws against titled 
players recently, not least of  which was a draw against 
GM Timur Gareyev. And since no one in this region 
seems to be able to beat Timur, a draw is pretty good!
This new trio is young, hungry, and strong, and best of  
all…They all play for the Surfers! Now, there’s no getting 
around that our last PRO Chess League season
was a huge disappointment. We went from being a 
championship contender to finishing last in our division 
and getting relegated from the league (don’t worry, we’ll 

requalify). One silver lining though is that the team’s 
troubles this year inspired us to shake things up, and one 
change we made was to invite Gabe, Alex, and Robert to 
join our team: An offer they all happily accepted. We are 
really happy to have these guys as new members of  the 
San Diego Surfers Chess Family, and we can’t wait to see 
what they’re able to accomplish both for the team and in
their own chess careers going forward. Below is a game 
that NM Robert Shlyakhtenko played this season. 

Ravuri,Vinesh (2280) -
 Shlyakhtenko, Robert (2381) 

Live Chess Chess.com, 12.03.2019

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvl-tr0

9zppzppzppzpp0

9-+-+-sn-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-zP-+-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+PzPPzP0

9tR-vLQmKLsNR0

xiiiiiiiiy

 Generally speaking, I use 1...Nf6 as a side weapon against 
1. d4; usually I play it only when I am expecting 2.c4, 
so here I was more or less on my own. (Editor’s note: 
The transpositions are ripe here to go into a London 
or French) 2...c5 3.dxc5 e6 4.Bf4 Theory goes 4.e4 Nc6 
5.Be3 Qa5 6.Bd3 Bxc5 7.Bxc5 Qxc5, but I will not delve 
much into this.

   Building A Strong Team, 
Building a Legacy

By IM Keaton Kiewra

hanleychessacademy.com/

Hanley Chess Academy 
Home of  Irvine’s Chess

San Diego Surfers
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San Diego Surfers

Rfc8 16.Rfe1 14.Rad1 Be8 15.Bb1 Perhaps, 15.Bc2 was 
slightly more accurate. 15...Rxd1 16.Rxd1 Rd8 17.Re1 
White should try to keep as many pieces on the board as 
possible. 17...Qf6 17...Bd6 was the best defense against 
the threat of  Qe4. 18.Qe4 is met by (18.Bxd6 Qxd6 fails 
to give white any advantage at all.) 18...f5! 19.Bxd6 Rxd6 
20.Qe3 Qf6 21.Bc2 though white’s position is preferable, 
due to the backward pawn on e6. By the way, if  White had 
played Bc2 earlier (instead of  Bb1), here Bb3 would have 
been strong. 18.Qe4 g5 again 18...Bd6 was best. 19.Bg3 
Bd6 20.Bxd6 Rxd6 21.h4 Also, after 21.h3!? White has a 
small advantage. 21...Kf8 22.hxg5 hxg5 23.Qg4 23.Qe3 
was stronger, since 23...Rd5 allows 24.Be4 and now Black 
doesn’t have ...Ne5 tricks as in the game. 23...Rd5 24.c4?! 

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+lmk-+0

9zpp+-+p+-0

9-+n+pwq-+0

9+-+r+-zp-0

9-+P+-+Q+0

9+-+-+N+-0

9PzP-+-zPP+0

9+L+-tR-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 I suspect that my opponent missed black’s next move. 
24...Ne5 25.Nxe5 Rxe5 26.Rd1 Bc6 Now I actually 
like Black’s position. Enough pieces have been traded 
for Black’s king to feel safe, while Black’s pieces are quite 
active on the dark squares. 27.Qd4? This loses straight 
away. I recall that GM Serper wrote an entire article about 
this tactical idea a few years ago. 27...Re1+! 28.Kh2 
Qxd4 29.Rxd4 Rxb1 0–1 This is a sneak peak into the 
tidal wave that is the Surfer’s future. 

2...c5 3.dxc5 e6 4.Bf4 Theory goes 4.e4 Nc6 5.Be3 Qa5 
6.Bd3 Bxc5 7.Bxc5 Qxc5 4...Bxc5 5.e3 0–0 6.Nf3 Nc6 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+lwq-trk+0

9zpp+p+pzpp0

9-+n+psn-+0

9+-vl-+-+-0

9-+-+-vL-+0

9+-sN-zPN+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+QmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy
Black is not in a hurry to play 6...d5, but there really is no 
alternative plan. For instance, 6...d6 is not good for several 
reasons. The bishop is out of  place on c5, and white can 
quickly mount an attack on the d6 pawn. 7.Bd3 7.Bd6 is 
the only way to try to exploit black’s last move. 7...Bxd6 
8.Qxd6 and here evicting the white queen with 8...Ne8 
9.Qf4 d5 looks best. 7...Qe7 Again this is probably not 
the most precise. 

8.0–0 d5 9.e4 dxe4 10.Nxe4 Nxe4 11.Bxe4 h6? 11...e5 
12.Bg3 f6 13.Qe2 Be6 is probably the “correct” way to 
play Black’s position. 12.c3 Bd7? A simple tactical error, 
typical for a rapid game. As often happens, I saw the 
refutation as soon as I made my move. 13.Qe2 13.b4 e5 
(13...Bb6 14.Bd6) 14.Re1! Black simply can’t cope with 
white’s lead in development. For instance, 14...Bd6 loses 
to 15.b5 Na5 16.Nxe5! Bxe5 17.Bxe5 and if  17...Qxe5 
then 18.Bh7+  13...Rfd8 13...f5 14.Bxc6 Bxc6 15.Ne5 
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   NM Brandon Xia pushed for victory in the final round, 
knowing that an opportunity to represent Southern 
California at the Denker Tournament of  High School 
Champions was at stake. After the win, he spoke about 
his decision to play in “must-win” style. 
   Xia finished clear first with 5.5/6, just a half-point up on 
FM Danial Asaria (2nd) and Expert Andrey Malkhasyan 
(3rd). Three other 2300+ players finished further back, 
with two dropping out before the final round.
Here is NM Brandon Xia’s final round victory over 
NM Jeffrey Chou. Annotations by Xia, with some 
additions from Jay Stallings (for players rated under 1000).

Chou,Jeffrey (2201) - Xia,Brandon (2268)
Super States, 17.03.2019

   This was the final game of  the tournament, and I needed 
a win to get clear first. In the case of  a draw, I wagered 
that my tiebreaks wouldn’t be good enough. 1.d4 g6 This 
initiates the Modern Defense, which is a hypermodern 
opening aimed at attacking the enemy center. It has a 
reputation as a double-edged opening, which was perfect 
for a must-win situation 2.e4 d6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.f4

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqk+ntr0

9zppzp-zppvlp0

9-+-zp-+p+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-zPPzP-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-+PzP0

9tR-vLQmKLsNR0

xiiiiiiiiy

 The Austrian Attack, which is one of  the most fearsome 
lines against the Modern (Editor’s Note: It was a favorite 
of  Bobby Fischer & GM Nick DeFirmian as stated in 
Modern Chess Openings 15th Edition). 4...a6 5.Nf3 b5 
6.a3 In Modern lines, a3 is usually a waste of  time. The 
possible threat of  ...b4 should be dealt with in a different 
way, and only when it becomes serious. 6...Bb7 7.Bd3 
Nd7 8.0–0 Rc8 9.Be3 c5!   9...c5 is the thematic break 
in the Austrian; Black fights for space. He is already fine, 
according to theory. 10.Qe1?! The point of  this move was 
probably to transfer the queen to h4, to attack h7 after 
Black castles, but the second tempo loss wasn’t worth it. 
White never got enough time to implement his idea. 10...
Ngf6 11.e5? I was most nervous for this move during the 
game, but analysis shows that White’s center and awkward 
pieces aren’t able to support such a thrust. Pushing a pawn 
onto your opponent’s half  of  the board is often tempting because it 
seems to gain space and/or break up your opponent’s pawn wall, 
BUT it can also leave holes (unprotected squares), open lines, and 
overextended pawns - Coach Jay 

11...Ng4 The only move to pressure White, ...Ng4 gives 
him a few problems which are difficult to resolve. (1) The 
dark squared bishop is White’s best minor piece, and he 
would rather not part with it. (2) If  the bishop moves away 
to safety, his center collapses after ...cxd4. (3) If  White 
tries to win a pawn by taking d6, he loses material after 
the removal of  the guard tactic ...Bxf3. 12.exd6 12.Bd2 
Was the least of  the evils. 12...cxd4 13.Ne4 dxe5 14.Ba5! 
Nb6 15.fxe5 0–0 (15...Nxe5!? 16.Nxe5 Bxe5 17.Rxf7 
Kxf7 18.Ng5+ Kg8 19.Qxe5 Qd5 20.Qg3 Is a forbidding 
mess that I would not have entered. White is almost 
equal anyway, as Black’s open king and useless rook are 
sitting ducks for the time being.) 16.Neg5 Bxf3 17.Qh4 
h5 18.Nxf3 Nxe5 19.Nxe5 Bxe5 20.Bxb6 Qxb6 21.Qxe7 

SuperStates 2019
Dramatic Final 
Round Yields 

Upsets and 
Expectations

By Coach Jay Stallings
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SuperStates 2019 

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+r+-trk+0

9+-+-wQp+-0

9pwq-+-+p+0

9+p+-vl-+p0

9-+-zp-+-+0

9zP-+L+-+-0

9-zPP+-+PzP0

9tR-+-+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

   White has some play and opposite 
colored bishops for the pawn. 12...
Bxf3 13.Rxf3 13.dxc5? Which I 
thought would be played, is easily 
won by Black. 13...Bb7 14.f5 Nxc5 
15.Rd1 Nxd3 16.Rxd3 0–0 17.Qh4 
Nxe3 18.dxe7 Qb6 19.exf8=Q+ Bxf8 
20.Qf2 Bc5 21.b4 Nd1! 22.bxc5 Nxf2 
23.cxb6 Nxd3 White can resign.  13...
cxd4 14.Nd5! Faced with the loss of  
a piece, he finds the challenging move. 

I expected to win a clean piece here, 
but I suddenly realized my queen is 
about to be trapped by 16.dxe7!  14...
Nc5! 
XIIIIIIIIY

9-+rwqk+-tr0

9+-+-zppvlp0

9p+-zP-+p+0

9+psnN+-+-0

9-+-zp-zPn+0

9zP-+LvLR+-0

9-zPP+-+PzP0

9tR-+-wQ-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

 Luckily for Black, this resource kills 
several birds with one stone. 
(1) The knight is activated and now 
controls important central squares. 
(2) The queen is given breathing 
room. (3) White’s dangerous d3 
bishop is threatened, and every 
trade helps Black4.The e-pawn finds 
itself  in an awkward pin. 14...Nxe3?? 
15.dxe7 Qxe7 16.Nxe7 Kxe7+–
15.Nxe7?! Saving the piece with 
15.Bd2! was best, when White is only 
down a pawn. Jeffrey likely forgot 
about saving it, since the loss of  the 
piece seemed so inevitable. 15...Nxe3 
16.Nxc8 Qxc8 Brandon has given up a 
rook, but has 2 knights instead, and this is 
a definite advantage - Coach Jay

17.f5 A good practical chance, 
threatening to displace the bishop 
and make my king uncomfortable. 
17...Be5 18.b4 18.Rxe3 dxe3 19.Qxe3 
Nd7 isn’t much better. 18...Nxd3 
19.cxd3 0–0 20.Rc1 Qd8 21.fxg6

Kele Perkins,  President of  the Whittier Chess Club and 
father of  scholastic chess star Joaquin Perkins
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Organizer “Coach Jay” Stallings introduces Ariane Perkins to give a resounding rendition of  the National Anthem 
to the more than 500 plus attendees of  SuperStates 2019.

SuperStates 2019 

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-wq-trk+0

9+-+-+p+p0

9p+-zP-+P+0

9+p+-vl-+-0

9-zP-zp-+-+0

9zP-+PsnR+-0

9-+-+-+PzP0

9+-tR-wQ-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

    It seems that everything wins, 
but care is needed. One recapture 
actually leads to rough equality! 21...
hxg6! The right recapture, stopping 
White’s counterplay on the f-file. 21...
fxg6?? 22.Rxf8+ Kxf8 (22...Qxf8 
23.d7! Creates sufficient counterplay 
for White. 23...Kg7 24.Qh4 [Not 
24.Rc8?? because of  24...Qf4 25.g3 
Qf3 and the rook needs to return. 
26.Rc2] 24...Bf6 25.Qe4 Qd6 26.Qc6 
Qe7 27.Qc7 Kh6 28.Re1 Qf8 29.Qc5 
Be7 30.Qe5 Bf6 31.Qc5=) 23.Qf2+ 

Nf5 (23...Kg8?? 24.Rc7) 24.d7! 
Threatening 25.Rc8 (24.g4? Qg5) 24...
Kg7 (24...Qxd7? 25.g4) 25.g4 Qg5 
26.Rf1 Bc7 27.Qf3 h5 28.h3 hxg4 
29.hxg4 Kh7 30.Qe4 Ng3 31.Qe8 
Nxf1 32.Qf7+= White will draw by 
forcing a perpetual check.  22.Rc6 Re8! 
Creating a sneaky threat based on 
...Bxh2+ and ...Ng4+, winning the 
queen. 23.h3 Bxd6 24.Qf2 Re6! 
Another discovered attack threat 
based on ...Bh2+, which buys enough 
time for doubling on the e-file.25.
Rc1 Qe7 26.Kh1 Nf5 
XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+k+0

9+-+-wqp+-0

9p+-vlr+p+0

9+p+-+n+-0

9-zP-zp-+-+0

9zP-+P+R+P0

9-+-+-wQP+0

9+-tR-+-+K0

xiiiiiiiiy

Re2 is now a fatal threat. 27.g4? Nh4 
The rook is trapped in the middle of  
the board! 28.Rc8+ Kg7 29.Qxd4+ 
f6 The rook is frozen due to...Qb7+, 
and mate is inevitable. 30.Rxf6 
Rxf6 0–1 After this important win, I 
realized I was clear Super States K12 
champion! 

K-8 Championship

 Newly-minted Expert Elbert Zeng 
(6th grade) surprised NM Robert 
Shlyakhtenko with an opening-zinger, 
followed by a series of  unrelenting 
and accurate moves for a big upset 
in Round 2. Here he annotates two 
games for us. 
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Shlyakhtenko, Robert (2384) - 
Zeng, Elbert (2011) 

SuperStates 2019, 16.03.2019

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 
d6 5.Nge2 0–0 6.f3 c5 7.d5 Nbd7 
8.Ng3 h5 9.Be2 h4 10.Nf1 Ne5 
11.Be3 e6 12.f4
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+lwq-trk+0

9zpp+-+pvl-0

9-+-zppsnp+0

9+-zpPsn-+-0

9-+P+PzP-zp0

9+-sN-vL-+-0

9PzP-+L+PzP0

9tR-+QmKN+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

12...Nxc4! Elbert knew this move 
from a game between Peter Svidler 
and Alexander Grischuk (2013 
Candidates)! 13.Bxc4 b5 14.Be2?! 
14.Bxb5 exd5 15.exd5 Rb8 14...b4 
15.e5?? Stockfish (and Elbert) saw 
this as the losing move. 15...bxc3 
16.exf6 Qxf6  

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+-trk+0

9zp-+-+pvl-0

9-+-zppwqp+0

9+-zpP+-+-0

9-+-+-zP-zp0

9+-zp-vL-+-0

9PzP-+L+PzP0

9tR-+QmKN+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

17.Bf2 Logical-looking defensive 
moves would also not work. For 
example: 17.Rb1 cxb2 18.Nd2 exd5 
19.0–0 Bf5 Black’s FOUR passers 
will lead the charge. 17...cxb2 18.Rb1 
Qc3+ 19.Nd2 exd5 20.0–0 Bf5 
21.Bf3 Bc2! Elbert has a few GOOD 
moves to choose from, but keeps 
picking the BEST move. 22.Qe2 
Rfe8 23.Qb5 Qxd2 24.Rxb2 Bxb2 
25.Qxb2 Rab8 26.Qf6 Rb1 27.Rxb1 
Bxb1 28.h3 Be4 29.Bg4 Qc1+ 0–1 
Facing 30.Kh2 Qf1, White resigned.

Shlyakhtenko, Robert (2384) - 
Salik, Serkan (2150) 

Super States, 16.03.2019

Editor’s Note: Paul Morphy in 1858 
defeated virtually all of  Europe. In the most 
difficult of  these matches, he would handily 
defeat Adolf  Anderssen who was famous 
for the Immortal Game - London, 1851 & 
the Evergreen Game - Berlin 1852. In his 
struggles, Anderssen resorted to 1.a3 
- the opening which bares his name - 
scoring 1 win, 1 loss, 1 draw. 

1.a3!! 
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvlntr0

9zppzppzppzpp0

9-+-+-+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-+-+-+0

9zP-+-+-+-0

9-zPPzPPzPPzP0

9tRNvLQmKLsNR0

xiiiiiiiiy

SuperStates 2019 

Visit Morro Bay Chess Club - 
chessmaniac.com/morrobayclub/ 
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   In my opinion this is the strongest 
first move. Let us quote GM Mihai 
Suba (in Dynamic Chess Strategy): 
“Chess is a game of  complete 
information, and Black’s information 
is always greater -- by one move!” 
He considers the following children’s 
game: Child 1: “Say a number.” 
Child 2: “16” Child 1: “17, I win!” 
Therefore, as Suba indeed argues, 
the starting position must be winning 
for black. If  we accept Suba’s 
information-centric argument as true, 
then the white player should attempt 
to pass the move to black at the first 
opportunity -- while maintaining 
maximum flexibility. The move 1.a3 
is obviously best in such a regard, 
since this move keeps practically 
every option open, while at the same 
time being a useful feature in many 
openings. Several examples: (a) 1.a3 
e5 2.c4, where white has a Reversed 
Sicilian a tempo up; (b) 1.a3 d5 2.Nf3 
followed by 3.c4 is a Benoni (and if  
black takes on c4, we again transpose 
to a Sicilian structure where a3 is 
extremely useful). 

1...a6 An interesting attempt to 
restore black’s advantage. But, now 
white can seek a position in which 
1.a3 is a more useful move than 1...
a6. Editor’s Note: The theoretical mainline 
would be 1...d5! stopping 2.c4 and planning 
2.e3 a6 3.d4 Bd7 with a hold on the central 
light squares.

2.b4 b6 A novelty on move 2! Most 
likely my opponent was still in his 
preparation. 3.Bb2 Bb7 4.Nf3 e6 
5.c4 Nf6 6.d3 c5 7.bxc5 Bxc5?! 
I don’t like this move, which gives 
white an extra pawn in the center.
It was simpler to play 7...bxc5 with 
approximate equality. 8.e4 0–0 
9.Nbd2 My understanding was that 

the position after 9.e5 Ne8 10.d4 
Be7 would be fine for black. After 
11.Bd3 d6 12.0–0 dxe5 13.Nxe5 (13.
dxe5?! trying to keep the e8–knight 
inactive is not worth white’s ruined 
structure. 13...Nd7 14.Nbd2 Nc5 
15.Bc2 g6! 16.Qe2 Ng7 I would even 
prefer black, who enjoys simple play.) 
13...Nc6 black seems to be okay -- 
the e8–knight can find useful work 
on d6. 9...Be7 10.e5 Ne8 11.Be2 d6 
12.0–0 dxe5 13.Nxe5 Nf6!? I think 
it’s better for black to put the knight 
on d6, where it can in some cases 
jump to f5 and then even d4. 14.f4 
Nbd7 It’s important to consider the 
immediate attempt for counterplay 
with 14...b5 15.Bf3! Nbd7 16.Bxb7 
Qb6+ 17.c5! Qxb7 18.d4 and here 
White is, at most, slightly better. 
15.Bf3 Qc7 16.Qe2 Rfe8 To remove 
the possibility of  any sacrifices on f7. 
17.Rae1 Rad8 18.Kh1!? 
XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-trr+k+0

9+lwqnvlpzpp0

9pzp-+psn-+0

9+-+-sN-+-0

9-+P+-zP-+0

9zP-+P+L+-0

9-vL-sNQ+PzP0

9+-+-tRR+K0

xiiiiiiiiy

 How should we evaluate this 
position? Objectively, the position is 
probably equal or to close to this. But 
white has a clear and simple plan while 
black has to “think up” a method of  
counterplay. After white’s last move 
we can safely say that the opening 
has ended and the middlegame has 
begun. Therefore we can regard 
this position as a critical moment -- 
black has to find a plan of  action. I 
analyzed two ways to do so:

   While the text is a useful waiting 
move, it is more accurate to put 
black’s ...b5 ideas “on hold” with 
18.d4. White’s previous move also 
deserves the same criticism.

18...Nf8?! Overly passive.
(a) 18...Nc5 19.d4 (19.Bxb7 Qxb7 
20.Ndf3 b5) 19...Na4 20.Ba1 b5!? 
(20...Bxa3 seems overambitious -- 
White’s pieces are all pointed at the 
kingside and black just grabs a pawn!? 
A simple buildup after 21.Bxb7 Qxb7 
22.Ndf3 should be sufficient for an 
advantage.) 21.cxb5 axb5 22.f5! (22.
Qxb5 Bxf3 23.Ndxf3 Nc3 24.Bxc3 
Qxc3) 22...exf5 23.Qxb5 Bxf3 
24.Ndxf3 Nc3 (24...Ra8!?) 25.Bxc3 
Qxc3 26.Nc6! Rd7 27.a4; 
(b) 18...b5 19.Rc1! After the 
weakening move ...b5 white turns his 
attention to the queenside. 19...Qb6 
20.Rb1 Rc8 21.a4! b4 22.a5! Qc7 
23.d4 (The simpler 23.Ra1 is also 
good enough.) 

19.Bxb7 Qxb7 20.Ndf3 N6d7 
21.d4 f6? Black is unable to generate 
enough pressure on the light squares 
to compensate for this weakening 
move. 21...Nxe5! was the best try. 
22.fxe5 (22.Nxe5 Ng6 Too many 
pieces have been traded for white to 
create any attack; the hanging pawns 
may become a weakness in the near 
future.) 22...Ng6 23.Nd2 f6! 24.exf6 
Bxf6 The vulnerability of  the e6–
pawn is counterbalanced by the 
weakness of  the d4 one. 25.Qg4 Qd7 
26.Re4 b5! 27.c5 e5! 22.Nd3 Rc8 
23.Nd2 Nb8?! Maybe the best move 
was the weird-looking 23...f5 , which 
my opponent suggested in the post-
mortem, with the idea of  24.Rc1 Bf6 
followed by ...b5, but I feel like white 
should retain an advantage. 24.Qh5 
b5 25.c5 Nc6 26.f5! Now white 
breaks through.

SuperStates 2019 



22 Rank & File SpRing 2019 www.scchess.com

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-trrsnk+0

9+q+-vl-zpp0

9psN-+nzp-+0

9+pzP-+-+Q0

9-+-zPN+-+0

9zP-+-+-+-0

9-vL-+-+PzP0

9+-+-tRR+K0

xiiiiiiiiy

26...Nd8 27.Nf4?! I was too lazy to 
calculate 27.Qxe8 Nf7 which should 
also win after 28.Qxc8 Qxc8 29.Nf4; 
27.d5, “preparing” the threat of  
Qxe8, seems strongest; I was worried 
about 27...g6 28.fxg6 hxg6 , but after 
29.Qh3 Qxd5 30.Bxf6+– 
27...Qd7 28.fxe6 Ndxe6 29.Nd5 
Rcd8 30.Nb6 Qb7 31.Ne4

 (See diagram above)
31...Nxd4? 1–0 My opponent played 
this move and resigned. As it turned 
out, this would not be the last time I 
played 1.a3 in this tournament...

K-6 Championship

Draws on Boards 2 & 3 gave Robbie 
Pearl the outside help he needed, but 
it was his effort at the chessboard 
that earned him the title with a near 
300-point upset in the final round. 
Six players tied for 2nd place: 
Brian Huang, Armen Andranigian, 
Miles Zhao, Marcus Vasquez, 
David Siqi Liu, and Vishal Anil.

K-3 Championship

The sharp-dressed Frank Fan yielded 
2 draws to finish in clear first, just 
ahead of  Jocelyn Chen (who had 3 
draws). 

K-1 Championship

Zephyr Wang, from San Diego, 
earned clear first with 5.5/6. In 
second, by herself, was Riaana Tanna. 
Zephyr’s only draw and Riaana’s only 
loss both came at the hands of  Cole 
Nelson (4th), who lost to top-seeded 
Nathaniel Hall (3rd). Bryan Wat, like 
Nelson and Hall, finished with 4.5 
points, and was 5th on tie-breaks.
K-12 (Under 1400)

Four players entered the final 
double-round with 7/8 points. Their 
showdowns on Boards 1 & 2 resulted 
in two splits. They were joined at 
8 points by two others, making it a 
six-way share of  the title. After close 
tie-breaks, trophies were awarded 
in this order: 1.Maxwell Chu, 
2.Bruce Young, 3.Shreyas Sakharkar, 
4.Alex Akopyan, 5.Shawn Luo, and 
6.Shuntian Luo.

K-8 (Under 1000)

Derrick Lin swept his final three 
opponents to finish with an 
unmatched 9/10 and clear first 
place. Anita Malkhasyan, following 
her brother’s lead in the K-12 
Championship, gave up only 3 draws 
to earn 2nd with 8.5/10. Tying for 
3rd Place (8 points) were Serhat Salik, 
Armen Dzhanoyan, and Phoebe 
Wang. This was the largest section of  
the event, with 124 players.

K-6 (Under 600)
Sean Yao mowed down the 
opposition in ten straight games, 
giving him a full-point margin over 
2nd Place Jayden Kahn, who also 
had a full-point margin over the next 

place. Three players tied for 3rd with 
8/10: Shrey Vengurlekar, Genaro 
Diaz, and Jocelyn Mandell.

K-3 (Under 600)

Beyond Chess’s Kevin Wei (10/10) 
and Ashley Lin (9/10) were dominant 
as they claimed 1st and 2nd place, 
respectively. Chi-Shiang Hwu only 
lost in the final round to Kevin 
(swept) and thus finished tops on 
tie-breaks in 3rd Place over Brandon 
Liu, Claire Luo, and Jeremiah Shen.

Team Awards

Beyond Chess won Best Club Team 
in five of  the nine sections. Wing 
Chess Academy earned the title in 
2 sections and was 2nd in another 
two. Whittier Chess Club won two 
sections as well. The Championship 
sections were won by Valencia High 
School (K-12), Dana Middle School 
(K-8), West Creek Academy (K-6 
& K-3), and AGBU MDS (K-1).  
Whittier High School won the K-12 
Under 1400 Best School Team, with 
John Muir (JV K-8), Heber (JV K-6), 
and AGBU MDS (JV K-3) getting 
state titles as well.

NTD Randall Hough was chief  TD. 
Jerry Yee ran the back room for Junior 
Varsity and Shirley Tavorn ran the 
Championship computer pairings. 
Section chiefs were Sam Kennedy, 
Kele Perkins, and Wade Tavorn. Jay 
& Michél Stallings organized the 
event on behalf  of  California Youth 
Chess League. A dozen tournament 
directors and two dozen volunteers 
helped the event run smoothly. A 
total of  569 players competed in the 
main event over two days.

SuperStates 2019 
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May 25-27, 2019 

40 Grand Prix Points 
(Enhanced) 
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A Heritage Event 

150 Grand Prix Points 
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Renaissance Newport Beach 
Hotel, 4500 MacArthur Blvd, 

Newport Beach 92660 

3 Day & 2 Day Sections 

$24,000 in Prizes 
Guaranteed 

“  
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State Championship, with last’s year’s Champion, the winner of SuperStates & Top 3 by Rating. 
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    For centuries, the Royal Game has enjoyed the 
distinction of being a truly “international language.” 
No matter what nation you go to, in every corner of the 
globe you’ll easily find a friendly competitor to duel 
wits with over the chequered board…even if you can’t 
find a single person with whom you share a common 
tongue. Readers of my other columns will surely be 
aware of our Dean of Scholastic Chess, Dewain Barber, 
who is the quintessential example of the global “chess 
traveler.” Everywhere he goes, Dean Barber brings 
chess sets and good tidings; in return, he simply seeks 
a game of chess with a local – the younger, the better! 
Dean Barber may leave, but the love of chess (and a 
few dozen sets) remain behind. Dean Barber has spent 
decades proving that Chess is a perfectly-suited form of 
empowerment for indigenous populations, everywhere.

   Perhaps, the world’s highest profile champion of 
leveraging chess for the empowerment of indigenous 
human populations is former FIDE Vice President and 
the first female President of US Chess, WIM Beatriz 
Marinello. Beyond serving as FIDE Chairwoman of 
the Social Action Commission, as a youth, Beatriz 
was the Chilean National Chess Champion, at only 
16 years old. This unique perspective led her to make 
the pioneering “Smart Girl Project” which specifically 
seeks to empower girls of indigenous populations 
through chess. Notably, Beatriz has extended this 
program to Uganda for boys and girls, where thanks 
to her efforts with Vice Chairman Robert Katende, 
Chess has been an ongoing boon in the lives of 
indigenous Ugandan youth – some with the most severe 
disabilities. Nicholas Kirstof said “Talent is universal; 
opportunity is not.” Yet, it is WIM Beatriz Marinello 
and Dean Dewain Barber who are proving that, through 
chess empowerment, that doesn’t have to be the case. 

   The efforts of WIM Beatriz Marinello and the FIDE 
Social Action Commission have underscored the 
benefit to indigenous children with disabilities that 
chess can provide. But, they’re not alone. Beatriz 
is joined by her dear friend, GM Thomas Luther.
   
   Readers of my other columns will recognize the name 
of GM Thomas Luther as our esteemed Chairman 
of the FIDE Commission for the Disabled. As the 
world’s leader of delivering empowerment through 
chess to disabled populations around the globe, GM 
Thomas (with the energetic team of the Commission 
working diligently under him) has teamed up with 
WIM Beatriz to organize the FIDE World Junior 
Chess Championship for the Disabled for two years. 
As it enters its 3rd annual tournament, the FIDE 
WJCCD anticipates its greatest year.  Nothing would 
seem to top last year’s spectacular empowerment of 
disabled youth. In an inspirational moment which 
will live on the tournament’s on-going legacy,
Wasswa Sharif Mbaziira was, for years, in need of a 
wheelchair; but the indigenous population had never 
been able to afford one. Through the spectacular efforts 
of the tournament committee, Wasswa was sent home 
with a top-of-the-line wheelchair and the passion to train
earn world chess champion success at this year’s event!  

Chess for Indigenous 
Human Rights

By Sean J Manross & 
Bear the Chess Husky

Dean Dewain Barber on the Mara Plains with a Masai Warrior
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   The resounding question to address now is…“what 
characteristics make Chess so uniquely suited for the 
empowerment of indigenous populations around the 
world?” In short, chess is a totally egalitarian sport. 
There are no handicaps in Chess. Man or woman; 
African, Asian, Latin or European; Christian, Muslim, 
Jewish, Buddhist; young or old; athletic, disabled, or 
otherwise…chess is a level playing field, where two 
friends (or not!) meet as equals to match wits in a battle 
of strategy and tactics where education acquired through 
devotion, time and hard work is the only inequality. 
And even that inevitably becomes cause for bonding; 
after all, nobody stops talking about the game after, 
“Checkmate!” Yet, there’s more to the equation than this.

   Since its innovation, the Royal Game has been 
associated with critical thinking, analytical problem 
solving ability, self-reliance, mastery of strategy & 
tactics and intellectualism. In short, all of the keys to 
success. Indigenous populations, as aforementioned, 
suffer from lack of opportunity – not a lack of talent. 
The more our age becomes an international one – 
and, equally importantly, a digital one – the tools of 

the mind will be used to break the chains of bondage 
to poverty. And chess is the ultimate hammer to 
break those chains, especially for children with 
disabilities. They say a picture is worth a thousand 
words…so, why not a picture which so few other 
sports can provide: a world champion in a wheelchair. 
    
    So, what’s the next step in delivering empowerment 
through Chess to indigenous populations around the 
world? I sincerely hope you’ll continue to follow our 
noble quest to do just that as the FIDE Commission for the 
Disabled continues our efforts alongside the FIDE Social 
Action Commission under the new administration of 
FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich. From the upcoming 
World Championship for the Disabled to this July’s 3rd 
World Junior Chess Championship for the Disabled, 
and national programs which are springing up in Latin 
America, Africa, Russia, Europe, Asia and America, 
efforts are being made to find  new methodologies 
of delivering unprecedented empowerment through 
chess to the most unexpected parts of the globe!

Chairman GM Thomas Luther (Center) with Chairwoman Beatriz Marinello (center-left), former US Chess President 
Dr. Leroy Dubeck (next to Beatriz), US Chess Executive Board Member Hal Sprechman (behind Beatriz & Dr. Dubeck),

 Vice Chairman Robert Katende (far right) and the champions of  the 2nd FIDE World Junior Chess Championship for the Disabled.

Indigenous Rights
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US CHESS ELECTIONS 

 

DON’T 
FORGET TO 

VOTE! 

 

• SUPPORT • 
• Vice President Chuck Unruh 

• Colonel Mike Hoffpauir  

 

It is important that you make your voices heard 
as members of the US Chess Federation. 

 
As your governing State Affiliate, the Southern 
California Chess Federation sends a team of 

Delegates to the US Chess Governance 
Meetings, every year, at the US Open. It is a 
great expense for each Delegate, and yet, a 

great duty and honor, as well. 
 

We ask you to join us in continuing to make  
Southern California the perennial leader of  

Chess in the West by making your voices heard 
in support of the US Chess Executive Board. 

 
Vice President Chuck Unruh and  

Colonel Mike Hoffpauir: the leaders 
US Chess needs. 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations from the SCCF Women’s Committee to

 Jennifer Yu
US Chess Woman National Champion 2019 

 

National Champion Jennifer Yu with Co-Chair of SCCF Women’s Committee, Jennifer Vallens 
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   The American Open, a 54-year Southern California 
tradition, attracted 229 players to the Costa Mesa Hilton 
over Thanksgiving weekend. The Chess Palace family 
admirably performed the organizational tasks. The Open 
section featured an exciting chase for first place, with 
17-year-old FM Daniel Asaria finishing ahead of  IM 
John Bryant on tiebreak. Both scored 6-2. Both played 
in the four-day schedule, eschewing the “four fast games 
on Friday” alternative. Asaria was fastest out of  the gate, 
beating IM Philip Wang and NM Anthony Ge (who had 
upset Bryant in the second round) and drawing with 
IM Cameron Wheeler to reach 4 ½ after five rounds. 
Bryant and Wheeler stood at 4, and GM Melik Khachiyan 
led the 3½ pointers, having been upset by NM Vijay 
Krishnamoorthy (who won the Under 2300 section of  

54th American Open 
By Randall Hough

the North American a month later) and drawn with IM 
Keaton Kiewra. Wang, Kiewra, and Krishamoorthy also
had 3½. Asaria remained alone on the top after a slew 
of  Round 6 draws among the top players (including 
one between the eventual co-winners), but then lost to 
Khachiyan and had to beat WGM Atousa Pourkashiyan 
in the last round to reach 6 points. Bryant caught up by 
drawing with Wheeler and beating NM Alex Costello
in the finale. Khachiyan and Wang drew, missing a chance 
to move up to 6, and Wheeler, with 5, lost to Kiewra. 
Khachiyan, Wang, and Kiewra tied for third with 5½. 
FM Alex Kretchetov, Ge, Costello, Krishnamoorthy (with 
two byes on the last day), and NM Gabriel Eidelman split 
the Under 2450/Under 2300 prize pool.

American Open Organizer Alfredo Ong congratulates American Open 2019 Winner,  FM Daniel Asaria
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   Here is a miniature by Asaria that displays superior 
opening knowledge (11…0-0 is suspect) and features a 
nice tactical breakthrough with 20.e5. In the final position
Black is helpless against the threat of  31. Bf7. 

Asaria, Danial - Ge, Anthony
 54th American Open Costa Mesa. 23.11.2018

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.g3 
Nf6 7.Bg2 Nc6 8.0–0 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 Bc5 10.Bf4 d6 
11.Qd2  11...0–0 12.Rad1 Ne8 13.a3 e5 14.Nd5 Qd8 
15.Bg5 f6 16.Be3 Be6 17.Bxc5 dxc5 18.Qc3 Rc8 19.f4 
exf4 20.e5 

XIIIIIIIIY

9-+rwqntrk+0

9+p+-+-zpp0

9p+-+lzp-+0

9+-zpNzP-+-0

9-+-+-zp-+0

9zP-wQ-+-zP-0

9-zPP+-+LzP0

9+-+R+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy
20...Kh8 21.Nxf4 Qb6 22.Nxe6 Qxe6 23.Bxb7 Rc7 
24.Bd5 Qe7 25.Bc4 Rc6 26.Rfe1 Nc7 27.e6 Rd6 

28.Rxd6 Qxd6 29.e7 Re8 30.Qe3 1–0
XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+r+-mk0

9+-sn-zP-zpp0

9p+-wq-zp-+0

9+-zp-+-+-0

9-+L+-+-+0

9zP-+-wQ-zP-0

9-zPP+-+-zP0

9+-+-tR-mK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

54th American Open 

Schedule

Want to PLay chess Like 

An American Open Champ? 

Take a Class at 

the ChessPalace

General I: Fridays 5 pm – 6:30 pm
General II: Saturdays 9:30 am – 11 am
General III: Sundays 9:30 am – 11 am

Intermediate I: Friday 6:30 pm–7:30 pm 
7:30 – 9 pm; two rated games

Intermediate II: Sundays 8:30 am–10 am.

Advanced: Sundays 9:30 am – 11 am

For class pricing, please email 
chesspalace2000@yahoo.com
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 Shubin, Daniel - Bryant, John Daniel 
54th American Open Costa Mesa, 23.11.2018

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 
6.Nb3 

XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvl-tr0

9+p+-zppzpp0

9p+-zp-sn-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+NsN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...Nc6 7.Be3 e6 8.g4 b5 9.Bg2 Bb7 10.g5 Nd7 11.f4 
Nb6 12.Qe2 Nc4 13.0–0–0 Nxe3 14.Qxe3 Qc7 15.e5 
15...dxe5 16.Nc5 Qb6 17.N3e4 Nb4 18.Qd2 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+-+kvl-tr0

9+l+-+pzpp0

9pwq-+p+-+0

9+psN-zp-zP-0

9-sn-+NzP-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9PzPPwQ-+LzP0

9+-mKR+-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy
18...Bd5 19.Qxb4 Rc8 20.fxe5 Bxc5 21.Nxc5 Bxg2 
22.Qd2 Qc6 23.Rhe1 0–0 24.Nb3 Be4 25.Re2 Bg6 
26.Qd6 Bh5 0–1

   Youth was well served in the Under 2000 section, as 
Jeffrey Chou and Tim Deng tied for first at 6½, a point 
ahead of  Eric Phares and Julia Sevilla. Under 2000 was 
topped by two youngsters, Elbert Zeng at 7 and Gabriel    
Mee with 6 ½, followed by Troy Franklin at 6 and George 
Shan with 5 ½. In Under 1800, junior Yash Vora ruled 

the roost with 6½, a half  point ahead of  Khalid Saddiqi 
and Guyuan Hu. Under 1600 also saw youth ascendant, 
as Warren Zou scored 7-1, a full point ahead of  
Sathyanaraynan Sivasubramanian (whew!) and Benjamin 
Tang. Yet another junior, Frank Derek Kronewitter, ran 
up the biggest win of  the weekend, as his 7 points in 
Under 1400 left Vikrant Dhekial and Brandon Hatamoto 
a point and a half  behind. Three teams scored 10 points 
to tie for Mixed Doubles honors: Barry Lazarus and 
Elena Shtykar; IM Keaton Kiewra and Aksithi Eswaran; 
and WGM Atousa Pourkashiyan. The American Open 
Scholastic, held on a different floor of  the same hotel, 
drew 401 players. In the Varsity sections, Queena Deng 
topped K-12 at 5-0, a point ahead of  Eric Woo. Ming Lu 
(the top seed by 381 points!) took K-6 honors with 4½ 
-- and lost seven rating points. Jaxon Wolfe earned K-3 
laurels with 4½. See you next November for the 55th!

54th American Open

Deadline Friday, May 31, 
2019 @ 11:59 PM PST.
All nominations to be sent in writing to 

Elections Committee Chairman 

Steve Morford 

534 Via Zapata, Riverside, CA 92507 
OR

email at garden909@aol.com.

CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS
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   The Southern California Chess Federation, according 
to section 42 of  the US Chess Delegate Actions of  
Continuing Interest 2018, is your governing State 
Affiliate of  the US Chess Federation, “…where San Luis 
Obispo, Kern and Inyo are the northern most counties 
of  Southern California.” Historically, since the 1970’s, 
the vast majority of  your Southern California chess 
representatives have hailed from Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside and San Diego counties; today, this continues 
to be the case. Bear the Chess Husky and his pack reside 
in the beautiful mountains of  Lake Arrowhead, in 
San Bernardino county…but this article is about the rest 
of  your leaders from the SCCF Board of  Directors, with 
whom many of  you may not be as well acquainted. 
I’ll introduce each of  the Officers first and the rest of  the 
Board, in no particular order.

   First up is our esteemed Vice 
President, Dylan Quercia…his 
students know him as ‘Coach Q.’ 
Our tireless Vice President is also 
the Board’s most powerful chess 
player by the Elo points – closing 
in on FIDE & National Master, 
Coach Q hovers in the upper 
2100’s. However, Dylan’s true 

passion is chess journalism; he’s interviewed the likes of  
Vladimir Kramnik and is the backbone of  Rank & File as 
its devoted Editor-in-Chief. You can keep up with 
Coach Q on his weekly stream on TwitchTV. 
   Our next officer should need no introduction: my 
great predecessor as the long-reigning President of  the 
Southern California Chess Federation, Steve Morford. As 
the President of  the Riverside Youth Chess Association, 
Mr. Morford has presided over the direct empowerment 
through chess of  youth in Southern California for 
literally decades. While Mr. Morford currently serves 
as our Secretary, it is undeniable that his mentorship 
continues to have a direct and constant guiding impact in 
the Office of  the President. Furthermore, Mr. Morford 

continues to represent 
Southern California 
chess at the national 
level as a leading 
Delegate and a high-
profile committee 
member of  US 
Chess, serving on 
the Accessibility and 
Special Circumstances 
Committee and Clubs 
Committee. At the 
State level, he remains 
the Chairman of  the 
integral Constitution 
and Bylaws 

Committee and the US Chess Representation Committee. 
   For those Southern 
California Chess Federations 
who are fortunate enough 
to live in the grape country, 
Temecula’s chess hegemon, 
Guy Reams, will need no 
introduction. Guy runs 
the super-professional 
Temecula Chess Club, which 
was specifically requested 
by the State’s finest chess 
players as the perennial host location of  the official 
State Chess Championship, every July. Beyond being 
an entrepreneur who wears many hats a beloved family 
man, Guy was credited by the Board for delivering “…
the most complete and professional Treasurer’s Reports 
we’ve ever had.” 

    Any followers of  national chess 
politics will instantly harken to the 
name of  our illustrious Membership 
Secretary, Jim Mennella. A bastion 
of  integrity in chess, Jim joins 
longtime SCCF backbone Randy 
Hough as a permanent member 
of  the prestigious US Chess Ethics 
Committee and also serves as the 

Meet your Southern 
California Representatives

By Sean J Manross & 
Bear the Chess Husky

VP Dylan Quercia

Secretary Steve Morford

Treasurer Guy Reams

Ethics Committee Chair
Jim Mennella
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Chairman of  the SCCF Ethics Committee. Beyond 
serving as Chief  Justice of  Southern California Chess, 
Mr. Mennella is a fine chess player, of  expert strength. 
You’ll probably see Jim frequenting a local SCCF event! 

   As we transfer from the SCCF ‘Executive Board’ (or 
Officers) to the Board of  Directors at large, Dean Barber 
will require no introduction in the wake of  the famous 
Al Lawrence’s March, 2019 ChessLife cover story, “The 
Dean of  Scholastic Chess.” Dean Barber is the noted 
organizer of  the annual, free Morrison and Staser 
Scholastic Championships, as well as the namesake of  the 
Dewain Barber Tournament of  K-8 Champions. While a 
single paragraph simply cannot do justice to the career of  
a US Chess Dean, look forward to the full biography of  
Dean Barber’s life to be released later this year. 
   Southern California chess has a silent patriarch and 
underappriciated benefactor in former President and 
Vice President Chuck Ensey. The truth is, Chuck would 
be President, today, if  not for the vote of  confidence 
he placed in Bear the Chess Husky! While the list of  
his chess accomplishments span from being one of  the 
greatest organizers in the history of  our State Affiliate 

to leading our governance for 
years and contributing to Rank & 
File financially, as an author, and 
as a visionary, it will do to say that 
his weekly Gambito Open, at San 
Diego Chess Club, is one of  the 
greatest ‘master-makers’ in the 
history of  the Royal Game. At over 
1900 ELO for decades, his chess 
game is nothing to scoff  at, either!

   For those Southern California Chess Federation 
members still in the scholastic bracket, the name Jennifer 
Vallens will be associated with the awesome, fun-loving 
“Off-da-Rook” series, in the greater Los Angeles area. 
Yet, for their parents, she will be recongized as the 
authoritative “Chess Mom” – the undisputed queen of  
chess parents. Jennifer’s articles are the most accessible 
(and, thus, widest known) form of  her vast contrbutions 
to chess and, more specifically, chess journalism. To US 
Chess Governance officials, Jennifer is known as the 
new President and leader of  the elite Chess Journalists 
of  America. Jennifer also serves as our senior Co-Chair 
of  the Women’s Committee and, miraculously, she finds 
spare time on top of  all that to be a vintner. That said, 
she’d still tell you her most important job is 
“Chess Mom” for her two brilliant sons! Check out her 
vino at drinkfreedomwine.com.

    Thanks to Jennifer’s brilliant eye for talent, 
the Southern California Chess Federation Board of  
Directors recently acquired the visionary mind of  David 

Dashoff. Beyond being a highly-
educated UCLA man, David is an 
accomplished stage bohemian; a 
man of  the arts, in every way, 
including Chess…he’s an expert 
hovering around 2000. Perhaps, 
the most important thing to know 
about Mr. Dashoff  is his keen eye 
for egalitarian policy. The SCCF will 

Dean of  Scholastic Chesss
Dewain Barber

TD & Organizer
Chuck Ensey

CJA President Jennifer Vallens

New Board Member
David Dashoff

Governance
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soon announce a special membership to guarantee that all 
chess players, regardless of  their social economic standing, 
will be empowered through chess; that is due in no small 
part to the contributions of  Mr. Dashoff ’s astuteness and 
sophisticated mind. Beyond making an immediate splash 
in Southern California chess governance, you’ll see him 
directing chess tournaments around Southern California 
and he’s a noted figure in our College Chess scene. 
   If  you’ve been loving the new 
photographic quality of  Southern 
California chess photojournalism, 
there’s a good chance Brian Glover 
is to thank for it. A stabalizing force 
on the SCCF Board, Mr. Glover 
is an engaged leader of  Southern 
California chess who frequents the 
highest-profile chess events around 
the world, working diligently to bring you ‘boardside’ with 
vivid images from such events as the recent 2018 Carlsen-
Caruana World Championship, in London, England. 
   For those of  you who are more social media oriented, 

that credit goes to 
the handiwork of  
our Vice President’s 
right-hand man, 
Jonney Machtig. An 
underappreciated 
braintrust of  
Southern California 
chess, Jonney 
is a well known 
tournament director, 
responsible for 
some of  the finest 
State Championship 

Qualifier events, in recent memory. Certainly among 
the most prolific, multi-talented members of  our State 
Affiliate, the next time you are in the City of  Angels, you 
don’t want to miss the chance to see Jonney work the 
lead guitar and vocals of  his eclectic rock band, RETI. 
Right, like Richard Reti
   For decades our State Champions – and all those who 
have had the honor of  competeing for the title – owe 
their gratitutde to its perennial organizer, the luminary of  
Southern California chess, Dr. Phil Chase, Ph.D of  the 
University of  Southern California. As one of  the world’s 
leading scholars in the field of  William Gibbs McAdoo 

– the United States Senator from California, during World 
War I, and son-in-law of  President 
Dr. Woodrow Wilson – he has taken precious time from 
his important professorial work since the beginning of  
the milenium to help lead the Southern California Chess 
Federation through our brightest and darkest years…and 
to keep the State Championship among the finest in the 
nation, through all of  them. With his patient mentorship, 
the Office of  the President has now taken on the task, 
protecting and preserving the legacy and superior quality 
of  the championship for future generations. 
   Last, but certainly not least, this 
article could never be complete 
without again making reference 
to the man who has been 
behind the scenes for decades, 
energetically leading Southern 
California chess at the State and 
National level, serving for years 
on the US Chess Executive 
Board, the SCCF Board of  
Directors, and still, today, as an 
Emeritus Member of  the Board of  Directors and Deputy 
Treasurer and Membership Sectretary, the one-and-
only Randy Hough. What accolade shouldn’t be given 
to Randy? Randy is a US Chess National Tournament 
Director; he’s served in every national, state and local 
chess governance position imaginable; Randy currently 
serves on both the prestigous
US Chess and Southern California Chess Federation 
Ethics Committees, and he was a mentor to our President 
when a scholastic chess player, in the first decade of  the 
21st century. Today, his mentorship is still essential to the 
Office of  the President; and Bear the Chess Husky thinks 
he’s pretty great, too.

   Speaking of  Bear the 
Chess Husky, he joins all the 
SCCF Board of  Directors 
in looking forward to seeing 
every member, very soon, 
at another spectacular, local 
SCCF chess tournament! 
We are all available to you 

at your convenience…so, do come shake our hands (or 
paw!) around the chess curcuit! 

As FIDE says, “Gens una Sumus: We are One Family!”

Photographer & Coach 
Brian Glover

Social Media Chair & Coach 
Jonney Machtig

Board Member Emeritus
Randy Hough

Bear “The Chess Husky”

Governance
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The Treasure Map to Every Southern Californian’s
 “Empowerment through Chess!” 

‘
ARCADIA: The Arcadia Chess Club: meets at 6:30 
p.m. Mondays in the Senior Citizens building, 405 S. 
Santa Anita Ave. Continuous rated tournaments, casual 
play. Dues: $10/year. Call Mel Clark at (626) 447-9355. 
Website: www.ArcadiaChessClub.com
ARCADIA: The San Diego Chess Academy meets at 
141 E Huntington Dr. #205, Arcadia, CA 91006. 
For more information call (760) 634-5600.
BAKERSFIELD: The Bakersfield Chess Club meets 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Thursdays in the Golden State 
Mall, 3201 F. St. Rated tournaments, and rated games, 
casual play, blitz, lessons. Dues: $35/year for adults, $25/ 
year for youth. Call Kenneth J. Poole at (661) 304-7468. 
Website: www.bakersfieldchessclub.com.
BURBANK: A group meets daily from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. at the Joslyn Center, 1301 W. Olive St. (at Griffith 
Park Drive). Casual play, ages 55 and up only. $25 to 
become a member of  the center; otherwise, $2/day to 
play Chess. Call (818) 238-5353.
BURBANK: A group meets Fridays from 5:15 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. in McCambridge Park, 1515 N. Glenoaks Blvd. 
Casual play, tournaments possible. Call Emil Klimach at 
(818) 845- 1104.
CAMBRIA: The Cambria Chess Club serves the 
Central Coast off  the Highway 1 (nearest club for Ragged 
Point, CA & Hearst Castle, San Simeon, CA) meeting at 
Wednesdays from 1:00 - 4:00 PM in the Joy Schmutz 
Conference Room of  the Joslyn Center. The Club is 
open to players of  all levels. You must be a member of  
the Joslyn Center. Dues of  $1.00 are collected at each 
meeting you attend. The Club Awards trophies annually 
to the members with highest point standing and best 

percentage of  wins. There is also an annual round robin 
tournament held at the beginning of  each year. ED Note: 
The Cambria Chess Club may be defunct, since 2006…
but as isolated as the Central Coast is, SCCF wanted to 
pass this information along for any coastal chess players.
COLTON: A group meets at 9:00 p.m. Friday nights in 
a private room at Denny’s restaurant, 160 W. Valley Blvd. 
Casual play, blitz. Call Denny’s at (909) 824-2132.
DIAMOND BAR: Wing Chess Academy is located at 
1155 S Diamond Bar Blvd, #T, Diamond Bar, CA 91765. 
For more information call (626) 757-3922.
ESCONDIDO: A group meets noon to 4 p.m. weekdays 
in the Joslyn Senior Center, 210 Park Ave. Casual play, 
ages 50 and up. No dues. Call (760) 839-4688.
FRESNO: The Fresno Chess Club meets 6:00 p.m. to 
midnight Mondays and Fridays in Carl’s Jr. Restaurant 
(at Cedar & Dakota). Rated tournaments, non-rated quick 
chess quads, casual play, lectures, chess library, newsletter, 
new website. More than 200 members! Dues: $20/year, 
$10/year for students, women, and those who live outside 
Fresno County. Contact Bob Rasmussen at 
(559) 708- 8100. Website: www.fresnochessclub.org
GARDEN GROVE: Chess Palace is located at 5246 
Lampson Ave, Garden Grove, CA 92845. Open Monday 
3:30-6:30; Wednesdays 12 Noon – 9 pm and Fridays, 1:30 
– 9 pm; Saturdays 9:30 am – 7 pm and Sundays 8:30 am – 
6 pm; Closed Tuesday & Thursday.  Wide variety of  rated 
tournaments, Action chess, youth tournaments, scholastic 
chess camps, blitz, occasional lectures and simuls, large 
selection of  chess books, computers, and equipment for 
sale, lending library of  chess videos, excellent website. 
Dues: $5/day or Club Membership available. Call the 
club at (714) 899-3421 or Alfred Ong at 
(310) 594-3475. Website: www.chesspalace.com.
GLENDALE: The beautiful, public chess park at 227 
N. Brand Blvd. is open day and night for free casual play. 
Speed tournaments, occasional weekend tournaments.
GLENDALE: AAA Chess Club meets at 1300 E 
Colorado St, Glendale, CA 91205. For more information 
call (323) 578-0514.
GLENDALE: American Chess Academy meets at 209 
N Louise St, Glendale, CA 91206. For more information 
visit achessacademy.org or call (818) 640-5974

Here & There 
Check Out all 

of the Exciting 
Events & Clubs 

in So Cal!
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HUNTINGTON BEACH: The Huntington Beach 
Chess Café meets 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Fridays in Café 
Enchante, 328 11th St. Casual play, free chess lesson from 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Website: www.hbchesscafe.com
IRVINE: Hanley Chess Academy - Now 5 locations: 
Irvine, Cerritos, Placentia, Cypress, and San Jose. We have 
trained 21 National Champions since opening in 2008. 
Please contact Joe Hanley at 714-925-3195 or Hanley 
Chess Academy for group, private, or online private 
lessons. Website: hanleychessacademy.com.
IRVINE: A group meets at lunch time (11:45 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.) Fridays at Knowlwood Restaurant, 14952 Sand 
Canyon Ave. Contact david@zechiel.com.
IRVINE: A group meets 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays at the 
Rancho Senior Center, 3 Ethel Coplen Way. Casual play, 
mostly seniors. Free. Call (949) 724-6800.
LA PALMA: La Palma Chess Club is located at 7821 
Walker St, La Palma, CA 90623. Meets weekly from 
6pm – 11 pm on Friday evenings.
LAGUNA BEACH: People gather to play chess at the 
permanent chess table on the boardwalk.
LAGUNA HILLS: Academic Chess is open for 
scholastic chess events (with some adult events) Monday-
Friday and select Saturdays. For more information visit 
www.academicchess.com or email orangecounty@
academicchess.com. Call National Master Craig Clawitter 
at (949) 940-5141 or the office at (949) 348-2892.
LAWNDALE: The Alondra Park Chess Club meets 
Tuesday evenings in the clubhouse at 3850 W. Manhattan 
Beach Blvd., Lawndale. For information visit the Website, 
www. alondraparkchessclub.com or contact Richard 
Meller at 310.227.2873 or Richard Meller@yahoo.com. 
LONG BEACH: The chess room in Bixby Park, 
130 Cherry Ave., open for casual play noon to 5:30 p.m. 
Mondays - Fridays and noon to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays. Free.
LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Chess Club 
(LACC) meets on the second floor of  11514 Santa Monica 
Blvd., above Javan restaurant. Variety of  tournaments and 
instruction for children and adults on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Tuesday evenings. Dues: adults $345/year, juniors/
seniors $325/year or $10/visit for non-members, first 
visit free. Call Mick Bighamian at (310) 795-5710 or send 
a message to Mick@LaChessClub.com. Website: www.
lachessclub.com.
LOS ANGELES: The Santa Monica Bay Chess Club 
meets 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Mondays in St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church, 11555 National Blvd. Dues: $60/year, 
free to women and juniors. Call (310) 827-2789.

LOS ANGELES: Tang’s Donuts, 4341 W. Sunset 
Blvd., welcomes chessplayers for casual play and speed 
chess, especially late at night.
MONTEREY PARK: ChessAmp is an After School 
chess program in the San Gabriel Valley which organizes 
scholastic tournaments and offers private chess lessons. 
To inquire contact Jeffrey Schwartz at (626) 232-8130 or 
email pooish1@gmail.com.
MORRO BAY: A group meets 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays at the big, beautiful public chess board on 
Embarcadero at Morro Bay Blvd. Chess pieces may be 
checked out weekdays from the Parks and Recreation 
Dept. During the summer pieces are readily available 
from 8 am – 5 pm. For information call (805) 772-7074.
MURRIETA: The Murrieta Central Park Chess Club 
meets 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Tuesdays at 38884 Cherry 
Point Lane. Rated and non-rated tournaments, instruction 
for children and adults, chess library, casual play on most 
Wednesday evenings. All ages welcome. Dues: $75/year, 
first two visits free. Contact Mihai Harabor at (951) 461-
7578. Website: www.murrietachessclub.com.
NATIONAL CITY: The National City Chess Club 
meets 2:00 p.m to 10:00 p.m. daily at 1341 E. 8th St. 
Casual play, chess videos available, free instruction for 
scholastic members ages 7 to 12, informal atmosphere. 
Dues: none, but small donation welcome. Call Jorge 
Balares at (619) 477-3118 or (619) 788-8395. Website: 
www.nationalcitychessclub.com. Sal Ramos – President
NEWBURY PARK: A new club, the Conejo Valley 
Chess Club, meets in Scrapbook Blessings at 300 Giant 
Oak Ave, Suite E. Website: conejovalleychessclub.com.
NEWHALL: The California Youth Chess League 
conducts a scholastic chess club 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Mondays, except holidays, in Things ‘n’ Yogurt, 24415 
Towncenter Dr. #125 Valencia CA. Call Coach Jay at 
(661) 288-1705 or write coachjay@cycl.org.
NORTH HOLLYWOOD: ACO Chess & Music 
School meets at North 91606, 7339 Varna Ave, North 
Hollywood, CA 91605. Call (818) 793-6302.
OCEANSIDE: The North County Chess Club 
meets at 2993 MacDonald St, Oceanside, CA 92054.
PASADENA: The Pasadena Chess Club meets from 
7 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Fridays in the Boys and Girls Club, 
3230 E. Del Mar Blvd. Dues: $25/year. 
Contact Scott Hunt at (818) 298-5255.  
Website: www.tim-thompson.com/pasadena.html

 Here & There 
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RANCHO CUCAMONGA: Rhapsody Education 
Chess Academy meets Fridays from 3:30 pm – 6:30 
pm and organizes K-12 chess tournaments on the first 
Saturday of  every month. Located at 7201 Archibald Ave, 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, this academy holds Beginner, 
Intermediate, and Advanced classes as well as Private 
Online Chess Lessons with Arena International Master 
and FIDE Instructor Sean J. Manross. For information 
about chess classes and lessons  call Chessmaster 
Sean J. Manross at (909) 734-0724 & to inquire about 
tournaments, call Ashley Li at (909) 539-8399.
RIDGECREST: The Ridgecrest Chess Club meets 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Saturdays in the Kern County 
Library (west entrance), 131 E. Las Flores Ave. Casual 
play, occasional scholastic and club tournaments. No 
dues. Contact Dwight Morgan at (760) 377-0034 or at 
dmorgan178@yahoo.com
ROLAND HEIGHTS: Beyond Chess meets at 19119 
East Colima Road, Suite 205, Roland Heights, CA. Classes 
held Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Please call (626) 679-
2503 or email beyondchess@gmail.com. 
SAN DIEGO: The San Diego Chess Club is open in 
Balboa Park at 2225 6th Ave. (between Ivy and Juniper), 
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays for the Gambito and noon 
Sundays. Tournaments Wednesday evenings, Jedi Knights 
children’s club Friday at 6:30 p.m., lessons available. 
Dues: $72/year, discounts for seniors, juniors and active 
military. Call the club at (619) 752-4377 or contact Chuck 
Ensey at chucnglo@aol.com. 
Website: http://groups.msn.com/SanDie–goChess
SAN LUIS OBISPO: The San Luis Obispo Chess 
Club meets at Thursday nights from 6:30 to 9:30 in the 
café area at the San Luis Obispo Target at 11990 Los 
Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405. Call (805) 
441-7210 or email info@slochess.com. 
SANTA CLARITA: Santa Clarita Chess Club meets at 
24876 Apple St call (661) 288-2991.
SIMI VALLEY: The American Chess Academy 
(ACA) has opened their 5th location and it is in Simi Valley. 
The address is 1925 Royal Avenue. ACA was founded 
in 2008 by IM Armen Ambartsoumian, a FIDE Senior 
Trainer. The other locations are in Glendale, Reseda, 
Hollywood and Calabasas. A non-profit organization, 
ACA teaches kids ages 6 to 18 and has developed some 
of  the most talented players in Southern California. For 
more information on class schedules and tuition costs, 
contact at 818-640-5974 or email artmik@charter.net.

STUDIO CITY: Alec’s Chess Club for Kids is located 
at 4418 Simpson Ave #5, Studio City, CA 91607. For 
more information call Alec at (818) 220-0257.
TEMECULA: The Temecula Chess Club meets at 
27403 Ynez Rd #213, Temecula, CA 92591 for adult 
and scholastic chess. Rated tournaments, casual play, 
instruction, lectures, exhibitions. We are open every 
Monday from 3-6pm for casual play and questions.  
Every Tuesday from 1:30-6pm for classes and 7-10pm 
for tournaments.  Every Wednesday from 1:30-6pm 
for classes.  On Fridays we have an instructor on site 
for private lessons from around 3pm to 8pm.  We hold 
events almost every Saturday but start times and durations 
vary, so check the event calendar.. Call (951) 327-1000 
or write to info@temeculachess.com. Website: www.
temeculachess.com.
TEMPLE CITY: Beyond Chess meets at 5570 
Rosemead Boulevard, Suite B, Temple City, CA. Classes 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. For information call 
(626) 679-2503 or email beyondchess@gmail.com.
THOUSAND OAKS: Thousand Oaks Chess Club 
meets every Monday evening from 6:00-8:45pm for 
Casual Play. All ages and levels welcome. Currently no 
dues. Tournaments being planned in the near future. 
Please join us at The Goebel Senior Adult Center 1385 E. 
Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. Contact: Cindy 
Garcia: ThousandOaksChess@att.net (805) 990-0136
TUSTIN: Fundamental Chess Academy meets at 
14281 Chambers Rd, Tustin, CA 92780. Classes on 
Saturday, including Beginner from 12-1 and intermediate  
from 1-2:30 and 2:45-4:l5; Advanced is 4:30 – 6; the Elite 
class is for US Chess 1200+ Elo Players. Tournaments 
held on first and third Friday nights from 5 pm – 8pm. 
VENICE BEACH: Venice Beach Knights Chess 
Club is located at 1108 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, CA 
90291. For more information call (310) 903-0518.
VENTURA: The Ventura County Chess Club meets 
at 6190 Telephone Rd, Ventura, CA 93003. Club meets  
Mondays at 6:45 pm. Call (747) 275-4643.
WEST HILLS: The West Valley Chess Club meets 
6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Thursdays in the Shomrei 
Torah Synagogue, 7353 Valley Circle Boulevard, West 
Hills, CA 91304. Open to all, rated tournaments, blitz, 
casual play. One of  the largest local clubs. Contact Scott 
Hunt at (818) 298-5255 or email schkjv@yahoo.com.
We want to list your chess club for FREE! Email us at 
rankandfileeditor@gmail.com 

Here & There



www.scchess.com  Rank & File 37SpRing 2019

RHAPSODY EDUCATION
CHESS ACADEMY

 

RHAPSODY EDUCATION
CHESS ACADEMY

 

 

 California State 
Championship 

Candidates 
Tournament 

 

Change of Format 
Next Year! 

 

June 8-9 
Qualify for the 

CA State 
Championship 

Open to All 

 

This is your LAST CHANCE to qualify for the old format 
California State Chess Championship.  

In 2020, qualification will be through rating or by winning one of 
the three “California Majors.”  

 
*Location TBA: Check www.scchess.com/calendar, in June 
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SCCF 
534 Via Zapata
Riverside CA  92507

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________
Rating _______________ USCF ID# ______________________________ USCF Exp ____________
Byes: (max 1 w/ half pt)   ❑1    ❑2    ❑3    ❑4     ❑5    ❑6  Schedule:  ❑3-day     ❑2-day

Make checks payable to: SCCF, 534 Via Zapata, Riverside, CA 92507

Section: ❑ Open ($88)  ❑ Action Swiss ($20)
  ❑ Premier ($88) ❑ Hexes ($21)
  ❑ Amateur ($88) ❑ Scholastic K12 Open($16)
  ❑ Reserve ($88) ❑ ScholasticK6/U1000($16)
  ❑ Booster  ($72)

Amount Enclosed: Entry Fees $_________
       USCF Dues $_________
       SCCF Dues $_________

       Total  $_________

2019 Lina Grumette - Memorial Day Classic
May 25-27, 2019

$10,000 Prize Fund!
(based on 200 players, 50% of  each prize guaranteed)
TownePlace Suites Marriott
10336 Richardson Street, Loma Linda, CA 92354
Six Rounds — Swiss System
3-day schedule 40/100, SD/60, d/10
2-day schedule rounds 1-3  G/60, d/2

Entry Fees:
$88 if received by 5/21, 
$99 at door
Booster (U1400/unr): $72 by 
5/21, $85 door

On-line entry: www.scchess.com
SCCF membership required ($20)

HR: $129. (incl breakfast) (909) 796-1001 CODE: Memorial Day Chess

www.marriott.com/RALTS 
CODE: MDCMDCA  By 5/14       

Rounds: 3-day: 10-5 Sat. & 
Sun, 9:30-4:30 Mon; 
2-day: 9-11:30-2 Sunday 
(G/60, d/2), then merge with 
3-day at 5

On-Site Registration: 3-day ends 9:30 a.m. 
5-25; 2-day ends 8:30 a.m. 5-26


